RIVERBY

bushy swamp, saw where he had left it to explore a
pile of rocks, then where he had taken to the swamp
again, then to the more open woods. Presently the
track turned sharply about, and doubled upon itself
in long hurried strides. What had caused the mink
to change its mind so suddenly ? We explored a few
paces ahead, and came upon a fox track. The mink
had seen the fox stalking stealthily through the
woods, and the sight had probably brought his heart
into his mouth, I think he climbed a tree, and
waited till the fox passed. His track disappeared
amid a clump of hemlocks, and then reappeared
again a little beyond them. It described a big loop
around, and then crossed the fox track only a few
yards from the point where its course was inter-
rupted. Then it followed a little water-course, went
under a rude bridge in a wood-road, then mingled
with squirrel tracks in a denser part of the thicket,
If the mink met a muskrat or a rabbit in his travels^
or c^me upon a grouse, or quail, or a farmer's hen-
roost, he had the supper he was in quest of.
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A  LEGLESS  CLIMBJBK

THE eye always sees what it wants to see, and the
ear hears what it wants to hear. If I am intent upon
birds'-nests in my walk, I find birds'-nests every-
136pon by the grape*). The bird was crowded
